
Edward Northcote Biographical Notes  

Edward Northcote was Chief Officer of the Orient Line's "Orient" when he decided to settle 

in Sydney sometime after his marriage. His years of sea experience, backed up by 

administration on shore, were recognized by The Adelaide Steamship Company, who 

employed him as Inspector at a salary of £600 per year in February 1890. He rapidly assumed 

responsibility in the company and was a very capable, dedicated and hard-working employee 

for some 36 years. He was constantly travelling from one end of the country to the other, 

organizing and growing the company's business in a period characterised by rapid growth as 

the mining and transport of gold, silver, lead, zinc, iron ore and coal grew exponentially, and 

agricultural development of the Colonies and later Federated States of Australia and tourism 

grew, spanning bountiful times and droughts, war and peace, strikes and railways; times of 

tremendous technological, political, industrial and social change. 

"During the Northcote era, a total of sixty-four ships flew under the Company's flag. Several 

were lost to such hazards as fire, storms and running aground, [and war] and forty-five were 

sold. Apart from the ships actually owned by the Company a number of vessels were 

chartered to help with the coal, sugar and cattle trades, and in the late 1890s as many as ten 

chartered vessels were kept in full employment."1 

Northcote was promoted to Secretary and Manager of the Company in April 1895, on a 

salary of £1000 per annum. In February 1899 he was appointed as the Company's first 

General Manager, in which capacity he served until his retirement shortly prior to his death in 

1926. 

In the early 1920's increasing competition from railways was one of the main threats to the 

Company's long-term viability and Northcote was surely heavily involved in strengthening 

the Company by diversifying into other industries. He was heavily involved in the Company's 

purchase of the East Greta Coal Mining Company and the development of the township of 

Paxton nearby saw him honoured by the naming of Northcote Avenue.2 He was similarly 

honoured by the naming of the steamship Edward Northcote which was built in 1912 and 

scuttled off Torquay on the Victorian coast on 6 Nov 19523 

 

1 Page, Michael, "Fitted for the voyage: The Adelaide Steamship Company, 1875-1975", Adelaide: Rigby, 

1975, p. 145 

 
2 http://www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au/cessnock/uploadedFiles/Council_Services/Building_and_Development/ 

Draft_Local_Environmental_Plan/E4%20Stanford%20Main.pdf 

 
3 http://users.bigpond.net.au/rds/wrecks.html 

 


