
George Furber Biographical Notes 

George Furber was born on 18 December 18101, the only child of Second Fleeters 

William and Mary (nee Brian) Furber and baptised at St John's Church, Parramatta 

by the "Flogging Parson", Rev Samuel Marsden, on 10 February 1811. His father 

died in July 1811, and Mary remarried John Smith in 1814. The family moved to 

the Maitland area where John was a farmer. George probably attended Sydney 

Grammar School, for he was awarded a prize there for penmanship in 1824. 

By 1828 George was engaged as a bread contractor in the Maitland area, and in 

that year he petitioned Governor Darling for a land grant in order to take up 

farming. He was described in references accompanying the petition as an 

industrious man and of good character. 

On March 19, 1832 he married Mary Anne Muir in Newcastle. ln the same year he 

began managing the Muir family's Crown Inn at Pattersons Plains, and a daughter 

Elizabeth, who married John Holcombe in 1849, was born. He was managing the 

Golden Fleece Inn at East Maitland by 1835, when another daughter, Georgiana 

Sophia, who later married William Cotterill, was born. Around that time he 

purchased allotment 2 in section 15A on what is now Melbourne Street, East 

Maitland. There he built a brick inn which was later described as 

"having nine rooms, commodious cellar, detached kitchen and laundry, with rooms 

above". 

A son, George, was born in 1836 and died in infancy. The new inn was licensed as 

the George and Dragon in June 1837, just three months after his wife Mary Anne 

died, aged 23, and was buried in the Muir family vault. Also in 1837 he married 

Honora Curtain, and by her had children Emma S., born in 1838, and George R., 

born in 1842 and died in 1843. 

In August 1839 he mortgaged the George and Dragon to John Eales of Berry Park, 

Hunter Valley, for £700. In June 1840 he purchased allotment 30, section 22, 44 

King Street, East Maitland, for £80, and resold it a year later to a butcher for £120. 

Over the next four years he became a regular speculator in town allotments in and 

around Maitland, and although he was primarily an inn-keeper, he was also 

variously described over the years as a tenant farmer, nurseryman, pound keeper 

and clearing contractor. He was a founding member of the Masonic Lodge - Unity 

when it was formed in Maitland in 1840, and was secretary of the committee 

formed to raise funds to build the first St Peter's Church at East Maitland. 

About 1844 the family moved to Brisbane, where George again began buying land 

in South Brisbane in 1845 and Ipswich in February 1847. He built another inn, the 

Golden Fleece, in Ipswich, and remained there until June 1847. In that month he 



advertised in the Moreton Bay Courier advising landholders in the Burnett region 

of his intentions, and set out to establish the first trading store and wool receiving 

shed on the Wide Bay (now Mary) River. Large tracts of land had begun to be 

taken up in the area by squatters, and George was convinced that transport of 

produce to and stores from Brisbane would be made more economic and timely by 

river rather than overland. The early settlers, particularly John Eales (to whom 

George had mortgaged the George & Dragon Inn in Maitland), had already had 

trouble (including murder) with the aborigines. George's original settlement, 

including the wharf and store, was built on the north bank of the river, about 2 Km 

upstream from the Lamington Bridge. Unfortunately and fatefully the area was 

near the spring and water holes, as well as being a favourite fishing, hunting and 

tribal place, of the local aborigines. 

On 13 October 1847 George and another man Barren, were fencing near Booney 

Creek, which flows into the Mary River near Baddow Island. Two Aboriginals 

were digging post holes with them, although not very well. George 

"... took the spade from one (Bingalee) and thoughtlessly handed him the squaring 

axe. As Furber bent to his work one Aboriginal struck Barren with a morticing axe. 

The blacks then cleared out taking guns, food and tools..."2. 

George was also struck with an implement, and Barren was presumed to have died, 

although his body was not found. Despite being badly wounded in the neck, 

George managed to bandage the wound and courageously rode for treatment to 

Ipswich, almost 250 Km distant, arriving there some three days later. From that 

time he carried an ugly scar and was unable to fully turn his head. He was given a 

warrant for the arrest of Bingalee, and returned to Wide Bay. It was said that from 

that time he never travelled without a pistol for protection. Although two natives 

(Bingalee was not one of them) were later arrested and an inquest held, George 

was ill with fever and the magistrate ruled that there was insufficient evidence to 

convict and ordered their release. 

Trade continued to rise, and by March 1848 regular shipping transport between the 

settlement and Brisbane had been established, early passengers including George's 

family. Another settlement was established in June near Copenhagen Bend on the 

north bank of the Wide Bay River by Henry Palmer and E.T. Aldridge. Palmer was 

to become a trusted friend of George, and in fact was an executor of his will and 

arranged his burial in 1855. On 9 August 1848 Furber applied to the Colonial 

Secretary for permission to occupy a portion of land on the north bank of the Wide 

Bay River for the erection of a store for the reception of squatters' wool. George's 

wife Honora Curtain probably managed Furber's Inn before she died on 14 August 

1850. 



Also probably around 1850, George had his revenge on one of his attackers at 

Palmer's Store, where a number of natives were helping to unload wool. Henry 

Palmer described the incident this way3: 

"He came up to the store and, fixing on a certain black, drew a pistol from his 

breast pocket, and shot him dead, saying 'That was the man who tried to kill me'. 

The Commissioner for the time being was within a few yards and retired to his 

camp, apparently taking no notice of the tragic scene. Furber said nothing more 

than, That was the black who tried to kill me'. 

"He was known to have had a warrant for the apprehension of the man but had not 

had it with him at the time. 

"He rushed across in great haste in the boat to his camp on the other side of the 

river, found the warrant, returned to the store and into the commissioner's camp 

saying: 'Here is the warrant for the apprehension of the man who tried to kill me'. 

"The commissioner held a temporary inquiry, but did not order the constable to 

take charge of Furber. He took the depositions merely saying he would have to 

abide by the consequences on his sending the depositions to headquarters in 

Brisbane. The result was that no action was taken by the authorities and so far 

Furber had his revenge." 

Palmer continued that the aborigines then removed the body to their camp, where 

he and a Dr H. Brown witnessed them enjoy a cannibal feast on it that night. 

It must be remembered that in the context of the times, George's action was in 

keeping with the frontier nature of the settlement. Being outside the recognised 

limits of settlement at the time, the area was not entitled to a permanent police 

presence, and natives were certainly responsible for a number of murders as well 

as general petty theft and lawlessness in the area. And of course he had been 

severely wounded himself, and had witnessed the murder of his mate Barren, with 

whom he had shared many hardships in the early days of the settlement. The blacks 

were seen as being a very inferior race, and were being wiped out in many areas of 

the country. In 1849, one settler had replied to a Circular Letter from the Select 

Committee on the Aborigines by stating that 

"Nothing can stay the dying away of the Aboriginal race, which Providence has 

only allowed to hold the land until replaced by a finer race"4. 

Over the next five years the settlement grew, and the town of Maryborough was 

established further downstream where navigation was better. George again bought 

up land, and diversified into grazing himself. ln about October 1855 his daughter 

Georgiana and her husband Joseph Wilmshurst moved to Maryborough. George 



had purchased land on the corner of Dundas and Napier Streets at Granville (as the 

old township was by then known), and was preparing to build his home there. 

In November, aborigines stole flour, sugar and other provisions from George's tent 

whilst he was sleeping and decamped in his boat. A correspondent of The 

Empire on 18 December, in reporting the subsequent events stated that: 

"As soon as Mr Furber awoke at daylight, missing his property, with the assistance 

of his son in law he tracked them to their camp, and after pursuing them for a 

considerable distance, he recovered most of his lost property, and there can be no 

doubt that because he would not tamely submit to be robbed that himself and 

fellow sufferer have been victims." 

Several weeks later George and Joseph were (as reported in The Empire): 

"...engaged in cutting timber about 12 miles distant from here at Tinana Creek. In 

the party with them, although working separately, were two sawyers, Crudden and 

Boldery. 

"On Wednesday, December 5, when Crudden and Boldery on going to the tent to 

their dinner, as usual, and finding that Furber and Wilmshurst did not make an 

appearance, became alarmed, and in consequence of several indications of bad 

feelings on the part of the blacks previously shown, proceeded in the direction 

where they had been working, and it would appear that they had been decoyed by 

the blacks to some distance, on the pretext of showing them some large timber. 

"On reaching the spot they were horrified to find the bodies of both horribly 

mangled; Furber's head had been literally clove in two, and it would appear that he 

had a hard struggle with his murderers before receiving the fatal blow. 

"Wilmshurst appeared to have been killed instantly. Their bodies were brought into 

the settlement, and after a magisterial inquiry were buried in their untimely grave 

amidst the general sympathy of the whole inhabitants. 

In a report of the murders submitted by the Commissioner of Crown Lands for the 

district to his superior, A.E. Halloran noted that 

"in addition to these murders within the last few days, two men have been speared, 

some knocked down with a large stone and injured, and since the murders a sawyer 

near the town was beaten with a nulla nulla and left for dead, and his hut robbed, 

and a dray"... "was plundered of eight bags of sugar, and two bags of flour"... 

Work outside the town limits came to a standstill and many people began 

preparations to leave the district. Eventually a police detachment was sent to the 

town, although the murderers were never found. 



George was buried beside his wife Honora at West Maryborough. Probate was not 

granted until 8 March 1864, his estate being worth only one shilling after payment 

of debts, legacies (including land to a son) and administration costs. By mid-1856 

his daughter, Joseph's widow Georgiana, had returned south to Morpeth, where she 

later married William Cotterill. 

 

1 MUTCH, T.D. op. cit.; also NSW REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS, DEATHS & 

MARRIAGES, Baptisms Pre-1800 Microfiche 

2 - A History of Maryborough 1842-1926, Maryborough, Wide Bay and Burnett 

Historical Society 

3 Palmer, Henry, in Maryborough Chronicle,15 April 1903 

4 quoted in HUGHES, Robert, The Fatal Shore, Collins Harvill, London, 1987, p.7 

 

Compiled by Ian Davidson • http://davoweb.net - Please credit this source if you 

use it! 

 


