
George Townsend Cotterill Biographical Notes  

At the time of his marriage in 1879, George resided on a property, "Springside", near Orange, 

NSW, where he was Headmaster of the local public school. Three of his sons fought with the 

original Anzacs at Gallipoli during the First World War, one (Eric Roland), dying there in 

heroic circumstances in May 1915, at which time George was a District Inspector of Schools 

at Young, NSW. 

George was a Freemason and of the Methodist religion. In addition to the school at Orange, 

he was headmaster of schools at Hinton, Singleton, Newcastle, and for 22 years at 

Paddington. During his period at Paddington he wrote educational books in the field of 

music, including "Guide to the Musical Examinations held by the New South Wales 

Department of Public Instruction for Teachers and Pupil Teachers in all Grades for 1901". 

He went on to become a respected Inspector and then District Inspector of Schools, and wrote 

mathematics textbooks and a syllabus before his retirement in December 1924. At the time of 

his death he resided at "Sandford Glen", at Castle Hill. 

SNIPPETS: 

At the age of twelve, George distinguished himself with the following results at the annual 

examination of the East Maitland Public School on 20th/21st December: Highest English 

Class: 3rd; Writing: 3rd; Arithmetic: 3rd; Music: 1st; Latin Seniors: 3rd; General 

Proficiency1 

At the age of sixteen, George was successful in Public Examinations in the subjects of 

Arithmetic and Algebra, Euclid, and Geography.2 

REMOVAL OF MR. G. T. COTTERILI. - For the past two years Singleton has had the good 

fortune to be favoured with one of the best Public school teachers in the colony, in the person 

of the above-named gentleman, and it is, therefore, with much regret that we have to 

announce his early departure, caused by well-deserved promotion to a higher classed school, 

Mr. Cotterill having been appointed headmaster of the Superior Public School at South 

Newcastle, which ranks one grade higher than the Singleton school. During the time that Mr. 

Cotterill resided in Singleton, he had become a general favourite with all classes of the 

community by his unobtrusive demeanour and his readiness to take part in various 

movements for the public weal. His qualifications as a teacher are of such a high character 

that most astonishing progress was made by even the dullest of his many pupils. Gifted with 

well-balanced brain power, Mr. Cotterill had, with the aid of patient application to his 

studies, attained the highest degree that could be bestowed by the Examiners of the 

Department of Public Instruction, and he is therefore really entitled to the charge of a first-

class Superior school-the South Newcastle school being a second-class and Singleton a third-

class school. For some time past we were sorry to observe that by too close attention to his 

studies and the labours involved in getting up the recent concert by his pupils, Mr. Cotterill's 

health has suffered to some extent, and his many friends in Singleton will therefore, in that 

respect, look upon his removal as likely to benefit his health, irrespective of Mr. Cotterill's 

well-earned advancement in his profession. We must, therefore, all sink our selfish wishes to 

retain our esteemed fellow townsman in Singleton, and wish him God speed and all the good 

things of this life in his new sphere of action.3 



Singleton, Dec. I, 1885. PUBLIC SCHOOL CONCERT. 

On Friday afternoon at the Paddington Town Hall a matinee performance was given by the 

pupils of the Paddington Superior Public School, under the direction of Mr. G. T. Cotterill 

(head master). The pupils, who were appropriately attired in fancy costumes, carried out a 

lengthy programme of songs, bayonet displays, and tableaux vivants. A spectacular cantata, 

"Flags of the Nations," was also performed. There was a large audience.4 

SUBURBAN NEWS. 

SEND-OFF TO PADDINGTON SCHOOLMASTER. 

A pleasant function took place at the Paddington Public School on June 29. The pupils 

assembled in the courtyard to bid farewell to Mr. G. T. Cotterill, late headmaster, who leaves 

to take up the position of inspector in the Kempsey district. Master E. Blois, on behalf of the 

children, presented Mr Cotterill with an inscribed silver salver, also a cutglass water jug. 

Later, at afternoon tea, Mr. Cotterill was the recipient of a gold locket, presented by the 

teaching staff. Both gifts were suitably acknowledged.5 

This notice appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald on the occasion of his permanent 

appointment as Inspector of Schools:6 

INSPECTORS OF SCHOOLS. 

The Department of Public Instruction, having the need for additional inspectors of schools, 

has appointed Mr. G. T. Cotterill, headmaster of Paddington S.P.S., to one of the vacant 

positions. Mr. Cotterill has been in charge of the Paddington school for about 17 years. 

Previous to that he had a considerable country experience in important centres. During last 

year and the previous year Mr. Cotterill acted for some months as inspector of schools, the 

position to which he is now permanently appointed. Mr. Cotterill has been identified with the 

Teachers' Association from its inauguration, and has been a zealous worker in the interests of 

education and of teachers. Mr. Cotterill's promotion to an inspectorship is much approved by 

his fellow-teachers, and he has been widely congratulated. It is interesting to note that the 

promotion to the position of inspector of schools from headmastership of a first-class school 

carries no financial benefit, but entails a monetary loss. The salaries of inspectors and of 

teachers of first and second class schools were not regraded nor increased in the general 

regrading of teachers in December last. 

This notice appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald on the occasion of his retirement:7 

INSPECTOR COTTERILL. 

RETIRES FROM EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. George T. Cotterill, who is retiring from the Education Department this month, began his 

career as a pupil teacher at West Maitland in May, 1875. 

Mr Cotterill was commissioned early in 1879 to open a new school at Springside, near 

Orange. As an instance of pioneering work, his impressions of his first Monday morning at 

Springside are interesting. He had arrived the previous day, had posted notices at the church 



and the public-house--the only available public resorts--and had rung the first bell. This 

attracted 39 children and a score of parents, who looked over the fence. He told the children 

that at the second bell they were to assemble in line, an order that needed practical illustration 

to be understood. The second order, "Right turn!" had to be translated into "All face Casey's!" 

before its meaning was grasped. But in five minutes the new teacher had the youngsters 

marching with high steps and chins up round the playground and into the school, to the 

intense admiration of the onlookers. 

After four year at Springside Mr. Cotterill was transferred in turn to the schools at Hinton, 

Singleton, and South Newcastle. In May, 1891, he took charge of the Paddington Superior 

Public School, where he remained until appointed as an inspector in July, 1908. He had 

charge in succession of Kempsey, Young, Campbelltown, and Canterbury districts 

Mr Cotterill was always an enthusiast in school singing, and for many years instructed young 

teachers in this subject. He succeeded Mr. S. H. Smith, the present director, as editor of the 

Commonwealth school paper, took an active share in producing the old "Journal of 

Education," and has been musical editor of the State school paper since it was started in 1904. 

RETIRING SCHOOL INSPECTOR.8 

At a social evening in the Education Department's assembly room on Thursday, Inspector G. 

T. Cotterill, who is retiring from the service, was presented with a wallet of notes by Mr. S. 

H. Smith, Director of Education, on behalf of teachers of the Canterbury district. Mr. Smith 

expressed his high appreciation of Mr. Cotterill's services, and of his earnestness of purpose 

both as teacher and Inspector. Mr. H. D. McLelland, chief inspector, and Mr. J. B. Telfer, 

Assistant Under-Secretary, added commendatory remarks. 

This obituary appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald on Tuesday 22 April 1930:9 

MR. GEO. T. COTTERILL. 

Mr. George Townsend Cotterill, who died at his home at Castle Hill last Sunday, at the age of 

70 years, was formerly a well-known headmaster and inspector of schools. 

He was born In the Maitland district, and entered the Education Department as a pupil 

teacher. He was headmaster at Springside, Singleton, Newcastle South, and Paddington 

Superior Public schools. As inspector he was in charge of Quirindi, Kempsey, Young, 

Campbelltown, and Canterbury-Petersham districts. Mr. Cotterill did much to foster music in 

the schools, and trained many fine choirs. He was conductor of the Paddington Methodist 

Church choir for some years. Since his retirement he has been engaged in writing musical 

text books for use in schools. He was associated with the Tonic-Sol-Fa Association for a long 

period, and with the Philharmonic Society. When a headmaster, he took considerable interest 

in the work of the Teachers' Federation, and he was a past worshipful master of a Masonic 

lodge. He is survived by four sons and five daughters. One son, Lieutenant Eric Cotterill, was 

killed at Gallipoli. 

The funeral took place at the Northern Suburbs Cemetery yesterday. 

MODEL SCHOOLS.10 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD. 

Sir, - I read with interest the article by "Sperans" on "Model Schools." He mentions a few of 

the "old boys" of Paddington School. Here are some more: Mr. Archdale Parkhill, M.P., Mr. 

Vincent Brownhill, for three years president of Sydney Stock Exchange, and the youngest 

man to ever hold the position; Dr. Percy Smith, eminent surgeon (now of Melbourne); the 

late Harold George, international footballer, killed at Gallipoli. These ex-pupils of "Paddo" 

graduated under that splendid man, our headmaster, the late Mr. G. T. Cotterill. 

I am, etc., 

W. DELANY. 

Vaucluse, May 27. 
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