
  

 

Our Heroes. 

Killed in Action. 

PLATOON SERGEANT E. R. COTTERILL. 

Yesterday morning the sad news was received at Young that Platoon Sergeant Eric Roland Cotterill, 

had been killed in action at the Dardanelles. The first news was received by Rev. L. Peacock 

(Methodist minister), and was contained in a short message from the Defence Department, as 

follows: 



"Officially reported that No. 365 Sergeant E. R. Cotterill, 13th Battalion, killed in action, 26th May. 

Please inform Mrs. G. T. Cotterill, Edward street, Young, and convey deep regret and sympathy of 

their Majesties the King and Queen, as well as the Commonwealth Government in loss that he and 

Army have sustained by death of soldier." 

This sad news was conveyed by Mr. Peacock to Mr. Cotterill, who at the time was engaged in 

inspecting the Kingsvale Public School, and later on made available to the Press. 

The late Sergeant Cotterill was a son of Mr. G. T. Cotterill, Inspector of Schools in Young district. 

He was born at Paddington (Sydney), on January 2nd, 1892, and attained his 23rd birthday only a 

few days before arriving in Egypt. He received his education at Paddington and Stanmore Superior 

Public Schools. He afterwards took a three years course of secondary education at Fort St.Model 

School. He served three years as a naval cadet, and two years in the Naval Reserves. He enlisted, 

we believe, from Stanmore. 

Much sympathy has been expressed for Mr. and Mrs. Cotterill in their sorrow. Their son was a fine 

stamp of soldier, and highly esteemed by his superior officers. A coincidence is that Private Berry, 

who was wounded recently served under Sergeant Cotterill in the 13th Battalion. It is a sad blow to 

the bereaved family, each member of whom had been looking on the war on the bright side, which 

after all, is at it should be, and were confident that their son and brother would return to them. But 

alas, these hopes have been shattered, and Sergeant Cotterill now fills a soldier's grave, in an enemy 

country. 

Regi et patriae fidelis. 
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