
William Withers Biographical Notes   

William was recorded in the 1871 England Census as being a Druggist (Apprentice), as was his 

elder brother Thomas1. In the 1881 England Census he was practising in High St, Ledbury, 

Herefordshire. 

In 1881 he emigrated to Australia, and was admitted to practice as a Pharmacist and Chemist in the 

Colony of New South Wales by Certificate no. 382, issued 20 March 1883. At that time his address 

was given as Avoca St, Randwick. It seems likely he bought the pharmacy from one Daniel 

Hutchinson, who was a chemist prior to 1890 in the same Avoca St shopfront which he occupied 

from 1890 until 1902, in the third shopfront on the eastern side of Avoca St from Allison St (now 

Allison Rd) towards Rae St. The pharmacy continued to operate however, one Arthur Molesworth 

being the chemist in that location by 1904.2 

In about May 1900 he returned with his family to England, for he was recorded in the 1901 England 

Census (on the night of 31 March) as living in Smethwick, Worcestershire (about 4 km/2½ miles 

from his father Thomas' residence at 5 Bagnall St, West Bromwich). As Thomas died on 19th April 

1901 it seems possible their return was related to that event. Research thus far has not discovered 

when the family returned to Australia, however by 1904 he was practising at 181 Enmore Rd (cnr 

London St), Enmore, a suburb of Sydney3. By 1915 he had opened a pharmacy in Young, New 

South Wales. In February 1919 he sold the business to Mr J. Stewart of Petersham, and left Young 

the following month: 

Another Business Change. 

After a successful business career at Young of about five years, Mr. W. Withers, chemist, has 

disposed of his business to Mr. J. Stewart, of Petersham, who will assume control on 1st March. Mr. 

Withers will be leaving Young early in March for Glenbrook, on the Mountains. He considers that 

after 48 years of strenuous business life, he is entitled to a rest. Commencing his profession in 

England, Mr. Withers after serving his five years apprenticeship, passed his preliminary 

examination. He then went to London, and was educated under Dr. Muter, B.Sc. After he 

had passed the examination of Apothecaries Hall and the final exam., he devoted five years to the 

wholesale business and then became manager of the town department for Southall Bros. 

and Barclay in Birmingham. He came to N. S. Wales in 1882 and after representing the Australian 

Drug Co. for eighteen months, commenced business on his own account, coming to Young five 

years ago. Both Mr. and Mrs. Withers made many friends at Young, and all will wish them 

continued success.4 

In the Australian Electoral Roll 1930 he and his wife Mary Helen were living at "Gloria Vista", 

Bond St, Maroubra, New South Wales, occupation still listed as Chemist.5 

The following notice appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald on the occasion of his death in 

September 19376: 

"MR. WILLIAM WITHERS. 

Mr. William Withers, who is believed to have been the oldest living chemist in New South Wales, 

died yesterday morning at his home at Glebe, at the age of 82. Mr. Withers studied pharmacy in 

England, coming to Australia in 1881. When he opened a pharmacy in Burwood four years later he 

was the only chemist between Ashfield and Parramatta. He later opened pharmacies at Randwick, 

Enmore, and Young. He was an active member of the Pharmaceutical Society of N.S.W., and sat on 

the board for some time. 



Mr. Withers is survived by a daughter and two sons." 
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